
Lord Denmw, th» Lord Ohlaf Ju*tU« of Hag*
land, it tk« ume time, spoke u follow i

" He believed that all Westminster Hull, Inoludmg the
Judicial bench, were unaiuunus iu holding the opinion ex¬
pressed t y the uoble Earl; aud I but, in tbia country, there
waa do right of delivering up, indeed uo means of aecuring
persons accused of crimes committed in foreign couutries.
The matter wu under discussion frequently wh>-u the alieu
bill bad beeu year after'y ear before the House of Commons,
and tbe lawyers ol all parties had come to the same con¬
clusion.
"Nor were these opioions confined to tbe lawyera of

Europe;-great lawyera of America, men distinguished by
tbeir profound erudition, wboae decisions are ao highly re-

apected auioug us, and wboae valuable works ou great legal
questions are s'udied and consulted in t^ia country with the
bighrat advantage, held the same doctrine.indeed,

" ' Chancellor Kent, iu bia Coruoicuta'ies on American Law,
(183fi,) uuptars to incliue to the opinion of Grotius aud V, tie),
u^iuimt ilm» of otli-r eminent jurists, that peraoua accused of
c imes ought t'> be delivered up to he oouutry where i hev are
ttocuaed, and one o »» appeuia to h ive been decided by hint-
aelt wben be held bia cilice in conformity with that dootrine
But it mxy be remarked that the peculiar C msiitutiou ol a
Federal Qovernnuut, coirpieheidiug many States with vari-
oua lawn, lenders any decision, however reapectable. of lees
extensive ai plication, at leaet till all tbe particular provisiousexistii K * hen it v aa made are fully canvassed But J a'ite
Bt ry, >n hi- more recent ed tion of the Conflict of Lawa,
(1811,) conc'udea a discus^ou ou ihia ubiect by oitiuK the
passage from Lord C< ke, addh g, in terms, one chief j lstic in
Aiueiica hi a t-dberi d t» the aiiiiie d< ctrine in a verv ela ora'e
judynHUt; tliHt the reitsonii g i f auot'er chief justice, in a

leading cate, leadi* to tbe aauie cou« fusion aud that it atauda
iudirecily confirmed by a majo ity of the jnt'f s of the Ku-

freme Court of the United States, m a very recent caae i f the
wepeat interest.'

41 Therefore, although distinguished jurists may feel a de¬
sire for aome arrangement for the surrender of foreign crim¬
inal*, it would seem that the municipal law of America
rest* on the same principle* as our own, which, as he had
already stated, recognised no right aud provided no ma¬

chinery by which the subjects of another 8late seeking
reluge here could be given up to thecouutry lo which they
belonged. He bad, therefore, come prepared respectfully
to warn Bccretaiies of State, if it had not been rendered
unnecessary by what bad passed, that tbey could not seize
or detain aliens set-king refuge here without subjecting
themselves to actions for damages for false imprisonment,
and without further incurring the risk of a still heavier and
more awlul responsibility; for if a man attempted to seize
an alien uuder such authority he might resist, and if d^a h
ensued, be would be justified in inflicting it, while those
who ordered bis arrest and detention would be liable to be
tried for mutder. He agreed with bis noble and learned
friend, that tbe comity of nations might be properly m

ployed in conKidem g of treaties aud laws which would
allow nations to seize aud give up to each other their re

spective criminals. But this could only be done on tbe
supposition that the laws of all nations should be reasona¬
ble at'd just, for no country could be justified in enforcing
those lawa which it believed to be founded on injustice,
oppression, and cruelty. Some few great criminal had
pos»ibly been given up without notice; but he believtd that
tbe United States ol America bad reiused to give up an

English fubject charged with forgery, because they diaap
ptoved of tbe punishment of death for that crime, and until
che internal law of ail countries was such that each would
have no objeoliou to adopt it, he feared that this desirable
object could not be accomplished. He indulged a hope
that those distinguish*d persona, the judges and juriats iu
America, who bud been referred to, would, in commou with
those of other countries, apply their miuds to these consid¬
erations "

Lord Campbell held the following language on

the subject:
" He said that, af'er the statement of tbeir opinions by

his two noble aud learned friends, he should not hive felt
it neoetsary to address their lordships, if it bad not been
aarerted, and widely circulated that he had, when Attor¬
ney General, advised that men similarly circumstanced
should be s»ut home for trial. Nothing could be iu<>>e
contrary ro the lact than such a statement. He had never

given ao* jpmion of the kind On the contrary, he had
held that, by the law . f uatious, no State bad a right to de
maud from another tbe sut render of any of i s subj cts ;
and that iu the case of England, tbe municipal law did not
authorize or enable the* executive to comply with any suck

. demand. He agreed with tbe Lord Chief Justice, tbat it
might be very convenient to have treaties, under which

Cersons accused ol muider Mid other bigh crimes should
B surrendeied, but eucb treaties would not justify tin- de

maud being acted ou until the municipal law provides the
menus for carrying tbe treaties into execution. Without
an act of Parliament there was no authority for giving up
a refugee lo any loreign State."

The Lord Chancellor spoke as follows at the
close of the debate:

" He apprehended that be waa the only law Lord in the
Houae who had not yet isiven hia opinion. He had been
consulted up<»a the question, aa well aa the Attorney ami
Solicitor General, aud, without pretending to atate the
term* in which their opinion had beeu Riven, be uiigbt say
ttiat it fully agreed with what bad beeu advanced by noble
and learned iorda who had aln ady spoken. He did uot
think that a second opinion could be entertained."

It will thus be seen tbat, according to t.'.e uni¬
versally received maxims of law as held in the
Uuited States and Great Britain, the Executive
authority is not authorized, in the absence of trea¬

ty stipul.tionB and of municipal legislation carry¬
ing them into effect, to arrest and deliver up fugi¬
tives from justice. Henoe the origin aud purpose
of the 10th article in the treaty of Washington,
negotiated between the United States and Urcat
Britain in the year 1842 by Mr. Webster and Loid
Ashburton, providing lor the extradition of per;
sons charged with certain specified crimes. 'J he
treaty under this head ordained that "the rcspco-
tive judges and other magistrates of the two Gov
ernments shall have poster, jurisdiction, and au¬

thority, upon complaint mado under oath, to issue
a warrant for the apprehension of the fugitive, that
he may bo brought before such judges or other
magistrates to the end thai the tvueuce of crimi¬
nality may be heard and considered; and if, on
auch hearing, the, evid-i.ee be deemed sufficient to

sustain the cha*it shall be the duty of the ex¬

amining judge or magistrate to certify the same to
the proper executive authority, that a warrant may
isbue fur the surrender of such fugitive."
The treaty, it will be seen, contemplated a judi-

* cial inquiry preliminary to every act of surrender.
And an act of Parliament was passed in the year
1843 [6 & 7 Victoria, chap. 70] to carry this part
of the treaty into effect. How important, we

should say how inditpensablet suoh municipal le~
gislation is to effectuate stipulations for the extra¬

dition of fugitives from justice, was illustrated by
a notable case in our judicial records.a case which
led to the enactment of corresponding laws in our

own country for tho regulation of this whole mat¬

ter, as oovered by treaty engagements, and exclud-
ing the exercise of suoh authority in all cases not
oovered by treaty.
An extradition treaty was concluded between

the United States and France in the year 1843.
Under this treaty, in the year 1847, the French
Minister to this country demanded the arrest and
surrender of one Nioholas Lucien Metzgcr, and a

mandate to that effect was issued Jirom the State
Department, signed by President Pulk and coun¬

tersigned by Mr. Buchanan as Secretary of State.
The fugitive was arrest* d, and, whilo on his way
to a French frigate then lying in the harbor of
New York, a writ of h ibeas corpus was sued out,
returnable before Kdmonds, ( irouit Judge. The
case was twice elaborately argued before that judge
by tho lion. B. F. Butter, Uuited States District
Attorney, for tho Government, and with him woro

associated Mr. F. B. Cutting and Mr. F. Tillou as

counsel for the French Miutstcr, and by Mr. Og-
den Hoffman and Mr. N. B. Blunt for the prison¬
er. The prisoner was disohargid, and mainly on

the ground that, being a resident of this State, he
was a "member" of it within tho meaning of our

Constitution; that, a* suoh, he c.uld not be de-

pritnd oj his liberty without a te*ori to court< oj
puttier; that though the troaty with Franoe con-

taintd an Pxttadnion olause, yet t'otitjrest had ne-

t>er pmsstd a law authorising the courts to tn/orct

*

it, tad M without >uoh law th« oourta oould hav«
no jurisdiction in the matter, there oould be oo

judicial determination of the question of arrest and
surrender; that such determination oould not be
made by the Executive department alone, and
that therefore the mandate of the President was

void. [1 Harbour's N. Y. Supremo Court Re¬
ports, p. 248.]
The prisoner was aooordingly ordered by Judge

Edmonds to be discharged. The Frenoh Minis¬
ter was much dissatisfied with the result. So
much so that our Government directed a writ of
error to be brought, in order to take the ease to
the Supreme Court of the United States. At the
ensuing session of Congress the subjeot was Ibid
before the Senate, by whom it was referred to the
Judioiary Committee, on which were Daniel Web¬
ster, Robert J. Walker, and Wm. L. Dayton, our

present Minister to France. Iheir examination
convinced them that the decision was right; the
writ of error was abandoned, and Congress passed
a law supplying the defect complained of, and pro¬
viding for tho action of the judiciary in such cases.

That law was as follows :
" 11$ it tnaclrd by the Senate and House of Representative*of the U»Utd States of America in Congress asstmblsd,

1 bat id all cases iu which there now exist*, or hereafter
may exist any treaty or convention tor extradition between
the Government of the United States mid any fore gn Gov¬
ernment, it ahull and may be lawful fur any of the Juatioea
of tbe Supreme Court or Judges of the several District
Courta of tbe United States, and the Judges of the aeveral
State courta, tbe ooinmiaaioners authorized bo to do by any
of the courts if the United Statea, are hereby aeverally
vested with power, jurisdiction, and authority, upon com¬
plaint made under oath or affirmation, charging any peraon
found within the limits of any State, district, or territory,with having committed within tbe juriadiction of any auch
foreign Government any of tbe crimes enumerated or pro¬vided for by any auoh tr-afy or convention, to iaaue his
warrant for tbe apprebenaion of the person an charged,
that he may be brought before auch judg^or c mrniasioner
to tbe end that the evidence of criminality may be heard
and considered; and if, on auch bearing, the evidence be
deemed sufficient by him to auatnin the charge under tbe
provisions of the proper treaty or convention, it Khali be
hia duty to oertify the aame, together with a.c>py of all
tbe testimony takm before him, to the Secretary ot State,
that a warrant may issue upon the requisition of the proper
authorities if such foreign Government, f/r ihr. surrender
of such ptraon, according to the stipulations of said treaty
or convention; aud it ahall be the duty of the aaid Judg-*
or commissioner to iaaue hia warrant for the commitment
of the peraon so charged to tbe proper jail, there to remain
until auch aurreuder ahall be made " » . .

" And bs ufurther enacted, That this act ahall coutinue in
force dunug the ezialence of any treaty of eztraditiou with
any foreigu Government, aud no longer."

In the light of this historical review, and espe¬
cially in the immediate prtseuoe of this statute of
our Congress, we can clcarly read the law aud
usage of the United States on this subject. To
compass the extraction of a fugitive from justice
there must be a treaty stipulation enforced by cor¬

responding municipal legislation, and it is ex¬

pressly declared by the Congress in the 5th
section of the above-cited act that such munici¬
pal legislation taken sjiall continue in force only
during the cxistenoe of any treaty of extradition
with any foreign Government. If even, under a

treaty of extradition, a criminal cannot be given
up without the oo-operation of our statutes, what
shall be said of the arrest and surrender of a crimi¬
nal wi-bout the au.hority either of treaty stipula¬
tion or of municipal law ?
We have Been that the Cuban authorities and the

Minister of Spain did not ask the delivery of Arguel-
les as a matter of right, but only as a matter of grace
in the interest of humanity. It may be interesting
to know how far the Government of Spain was

entitled to expect that our Government would act
on this principle, even supposing it had the right
to do so.

A recent transaction between tho two Govern¬
ment#, recorded in the Diplomatic Corn spondence
of Mr. Seward, as transmitted to Congress at the
opening of tbe pr£kcnt session, affords an illustra¬
tion of the principles and precedents which have
been heretofore understood to govern the right of
asylum and the conditions on which t ie extradition
of alleged criminals may be claimed by one Gov¬
ernment and granted by another. As this case
was fresh in the minds of the Spanish authorities
when they rcolaimed Col. Arguelles, and in the
memory of the Administration when it yielded to
their r quest, we may recite the circumstances
under which it arose, using for this purpose the
words of the Government when giving an account
of tho transaction. [Papers relating to Foreign
^Affairs, 1863, vol. 2, p. 994:]

'.In the month of 8eptemb> r, lbG2, the city of New
Orleans had been reclaimed by the naval and militaryforce* of the Ubied 8tate* from insurrectionary occupa
tion, ai d waa Iben ht-ld a* a military po.ition, in an actual
atate of civil war The blocknde regulations of th* port
were relaxed so far aa to admit trade under military re#u
latum*. Three Mpamah ve»sels ol war, iu couinrmity with
the liberal practice which the United states had adopted
toward* all >he maritime Powers, were admitted into the
port ot New Orleans without question. The city wa« then
in a condition of great distress, and peruiiaaion wis freely
given by the autboritiea of the United btates to amy for-
e gn Government which abould aak it, to receive and re
move any of their suffering countrymen wbo were
nut compromitUd in the inaurrectioa. A number of
such persons went on board of the three bpanish
vessels with paaaea from the military autboritiea, auch
pluses being given to all unoflVuding person* who applied
fur them 'i be commander ol the Blanco dn Oaray, being
alao in ctmmaud ol the other two vessels, not coutent with
giving pa*stt£es to persona of the cla-a before menlioued,
went further, a«d knowingly, and without conauliing with
the military commander ol the port, received on board and
couveyed away eighty native citigens of the United States
who had been comprorniaed in the insurrection, and tbia
iu Tiolatinu of known and well-uuderstood military regula-
tiona, which forbade any person without a pass to leave
the city. On the 25;h day of October the major general
comintiuding called tbe attention of the OMpUin of the
Blanco de Oaray to ibia «ulj ct, and tben ashed to be in¬
formed of tbe uames of the passengers, not belonging to
the Government service of opain, whom be had taken in
bis ship, on tbe voyage before mentioned, to Havana, and
especially to state wLetljer one Mr. Roberta, of New Or¬
leans, w as a passenger. 1 ht commander of tkc Hhisco tit
(jaray titcAnttl to comply loith lint nqut st."

The case as thus represented wan at this stage
submitted by Mr. Seward to tho Government of
Spain, with an expression of the hope that it would
receive "the prompt attention of her Catholic Ma¬
jesty's Minister at Washington." Thus addressed
on the subjcct, M. Tai'sara, the Spanish Minister,
referred the matter to the Government 01 her Cattr.
olio Majesty at Madrid, requesting at the same timu

reports frcui the Captain General of Cuba and from
tho Spanish Consul at New Orleans, The decision
of the Spanish Government in the premises was

announced by tho Marquis do Mirafljrcs, the pre¬
sent Minister of State in Spaio, as follows:
"The right to give aaylum to political refugees is in such

manner rooted in the habits, in iueh sort interwoven wuh
'he ideaa of t<>leraiioe of the present century, and has such
frequent generous and beneficent application* hi the ex¬
traordinary and ensanguined political content* ol tbe time*
we live in, that there is no nation iu ibe woild which dares
to deny this right, ami, moreover, not any one that can re
tioiince its eir raise. What would beoouie oi the post em¬
inent men of imr daye if iu the political temp"*t* iu which
Miccer* may be againat hem, they could not protect theui-
-elves beneath the inviolable mantle ol ior«iiti> hospitality,fT-ring to them haply _

a friendly countiy, where they ma>breathe tranquil and safe! haply a shelter who*e th<e«nnld*
their pursuer* cannot overatep,or haply, in line, the shadow
of a national flag floating in a port 7 In auoh one* it ean

»klah .^UJ| **¦ ^ w» m«r*ly tte
ensign of * forelgu uation. bat r.ih.r th. buurof human-
Uy Ud ClfillsatlOO, Uucjer wbuio ample fold* all U»o.e 0*0

T^° ,M> Pur,u"4 *>*cauae they are euemiea.
rather thau beuuw th-y are criminal. We are euiuow
ered therefore, and w« ought to g.ve ..ylurn on board cur

£ r'*lW" lD, tb? Uni,ed t<UU" Political refugeesI he limitation of asflum lie, in tie .fence. Asylum ought
not to serve to give impunity to those guilty of ordinary
crimes; tbat would be to euc< urage crime, »ud no civilised
nation may do that. But it may be .aid tbat .t.. not ea.y'be commander of a .hip of war to kuow whether the
man who prweots him.elf ou board, a.ki..g for a.yium, i.

m* A gUL y ff ord,u,l'y "irne. Iq ,ucb ca.es the eoui-
uiander .bould reoji.re hi. word of honor that he ha. not
committed .jioh offaooes. But ahould he give that, and
afterward, turn out tbat be h«. I.ed, the<e c"uld be n«. d.f-
cu y in handing over to the authoriti»*. a man who to

former offence, bad added tbat of the abu.e of K..od faith,
in being wanting to hi, parole. And if the Government of
Washington WUhe, to acquire a perfect and positive right
to the d, livery to thnn of those guilty <f ordinary crimes, it

Y ik enal,.'edt0 d? *° h »'«»"* if a treaty of extradition,
to the conclusion of which the Spanish Government would

other*Stater' a"1 Ut 1101 reJutcd t0 conclude such with

It will thus be seen that the Spanish Govern¬
ment sustained the procetdings of the commander
of the Hlaaco de Garay, who declined even to give
the names of the passengers whom he had taken in
his whip. Our Government was simply informed
that if it desired to reclaim ordinary criminals it
could require " a perfcot and positive right to do
so" by concluding an extradition treaty, and that
in the absenoe of such a treaty it would give no
heed to our reclamations.

It remains for us, at the close of these histori-'
cal citations, to sum up the logical conclu¬
sions suggested by the principles and precedents
thus passed in review.
Prom tho history we have given it appears that

whilo the obligation of nations not to grant asylum
to criminals, but to deliver them up for trial, re¬

ceives the general assent of oivilixed nations, it is one
subjeot to many limitations and modifications. It
is a duty of "imperfect obligation," so oalled, like
those interwoven with tho private life of individ¬
uals, and the neglect of which destroys the reputa¬
tion of the man without rendering him amenable
for violating the law. It is a duty resting upon
tho oonsoience of the nation, to be discharged un-,
der such circumstanoes, in such oases, and in such
manner as in the ju-igment of the nation, expressed
through the constituted authorities, may seem best
adapted to subserve tho cause of virtue and the
interests of humanity.

In some political systems the monarch is the
authority who at once determines the question and
executes the judgment; but in those coUntries
where the principles of constitutional government
ob ain in other words, where tho rights of the
person are recognised.the maxims of law limit
the otherwise absolute power of the Executive
authority, and in performing their* obligations to
the human race, the Legislature, in such countries,
is carcful not to overlook their obligations to the in¬
dividual. Thus in Great Britain, as we have seen,
while the sovereign may make treaties, he cannot
fultil a treaty biuding him to surrender fugitive
criminals without tho express sanction of that part
of the Government which is charged with the
guardianship of tho life and liberty of the individ¬
ual lie may make war or conclude pcace without
the consent of Parliament; but without its con¬

sent he cannot dtprive the humblest individual of
liberty, though that individual bo charged with
the deepest crimes.

In our owj political system we find the same

carcful process for reaching the ends of justice.
The treaty-making power determines what offences
the nation will lend its aid to punish, and into
what hands it is willing ,to deliver offenders for
punishment. The tenth artiole of the Treaty of
Washington, concluicd between the United States
and Gieat Britain on this subject, shows by the
cataloguo of crimes it embraces that we are willing
to trust the enlightened criminal jurisprudence of
England in a wider class of offences than we would
remand to some other countries whose codes are

less conformed to the humane spirit of the ago,
When tho treaty-making power has ascertained the
extent of the obligation of surrender and assumed
the corresponding duty, the legislative power conies

forward to provide for the fulfillment of that duty,
and in so doing Congress has thought proper to
omit none of those safeguards which have been
found essential to protect the accused against base¬
less charges, and whioh, necessary as they are in
cases where the accused is to b« tried in the juris
diction where ho is found, aro doubly and trebly
necessary where the charges aro put forward, not
for trial here, but as the means of obtaining pos¬
session of tho accusrd and carrying him abroad

It i« not improbable that factitious accusations
should be brought for the mere purpose of pro¬
curing the arrest and surrender of a fugitive.
Hcncc it is that the carcful provisions of the sta¬

tute, regulating extradition in this country, com¬

mit to the judiciary.versed as that department
already is in all the procetdings preparatory to a

trial.the duty of arresting the fugitive and of as¬

certaining whether in facta crime has been commit¬
ted, and whether there is sufficient evidence to
held the accuscd for trial. When these (juestions
have been settled by tho judiciary, and not till
then, docs the nation consent to deny the right
of asylum to tho fugitive who has sought its pro¬
tection and deliver him into the hands of the alien
prosecutor.

It is needless to add that in the ease of Argud*
les the Executive has assumed all tho auth< rity
whioh by the Constitution is distributed among
the treaty making power, tho law making power,
and tfie judiciaiy. Without treaty, without law,
and without judicial aotion, tho Executive has as¬

sumed to do what only all threo combined could
lawfully empower him to do.
And in making this statement as a proposition

of law, wo indulge in no personal crimination of
tho President's motives. \b ho makes no legal
defenoe of his oonduct, but bases that defence
on his good intentions, wo make all duo allow¬
ance fur such good intentions while bringing his pro¬
ceedings to tho bar of tho law he has transcended.
It is one of the inconveniences whioh attach to
auuh errors of judgment, and which illustrate their
practical dangers, that all punishments visited
on criminals outside of the laws array a cer¬

tain sympathy in favor of tho oulprit, however
guilty he may be. Col. Arguelles may be the
cri uinal he is represented to bo by the Cuban au¬
thorities, but as these authorities aro now seized of
his person in a way not authorised by cur laws,
the penalty he may be oalled to pay for his alleged
crime is otio whioh concerns tho honor of tho
nation in the eyea of the oivilned world,

1* to be hoped, for the Mke of our own credit on
the soore of humanity, that the proceeding* of
Spanish jurisprudence iu his case may be suoh as
to show that only justice has been done him in the
forum to wbioh we have remitted him, even if
something less than justice, as justioe is under¬
stood iu this country, has been done him by
our authorities in the eiroumstances under which
ihey have delivered him up for trial. The
civilized world sits iu judgment not only on
the crimes of men, but on the processes by which
these crimes are redressed, and when justioe is in-
dieted against the received rules of j ustice, men never
foil to resent the wrong done to the latter, what¬
ever may bo their abhorrence at the wickedness of
the criminal. It was thus that all Europe thrilled
with indignation and horror at tho conduct of the
King of Saxony when, in the early part of the
18th century, he dilivcred up the person ot the
unhappy Patkul to the vrngeance of his sovereign,
Charles the XLIth of Sweden, who broke him on
the wheel. Men refused to oonsider the provoca¬
tions which that nobleman had offered to his King,
or the offences he had committed against his coun¬

try, in their resentment at the wrong done to the
u right of asjlum " iu his person. And so, what¬
ever may be the crimes of Col. Arguellos, (about
which we know nothing personally, as the Presi¬
dent of the United States knows nothing legally,)
the civilized world, in its respect for tho principles
of public law and private right violated by his clan¬
destine arrest and deportation, will not hesitate to
deplore the process by which this Spanish sub¬
ject has been brought to justioe.

THE BLACK TROOPS IN LOUISIANA.
A correspondent of the Springfield (Mas* ) Journal,

writing from Louisiana, speaks very ditcnuragingly for
the success of the experiment of keeping in the fHd at the
South a large body of colored troops. According to this
writer, who seems to be au Intelligent person, it app«ars
that the blacks are not only less reliable than the whites
in the active duties and dangers of the field, but that they
are more liable to perish in cauips and garrisons, aud in
other respects are much more expensive than the white
race. From bis letter, dated at Port Hudson on the 15th
ultimo, we extract the following :

THK C0HP8 D'AFRIQUK.
"This body of tnops, organized and equipped by order

of Gen Bank#, and intended t<> include about fifteen thou¬
sand men, having their headquarters at this post, ha* re¬
cently been subjected to several important changes. When
the order of organization was promulgated, it contemplated
the formation ot eighteen regiments of five hundred men,
with the rtme number of "fliers a* in the regiments of one
thousand. There were already three full regiments organ
iiedsevetal months previous as ' Louisiana Native Guards,'
and Gen Ullman had ar.-ady commenced recruiting for the
five regiments known subsequently as U'lmau's brigade.
These eight reg: moots were made the nucleus of the new

c»rp*, and during the summer and autumn f 1803, through
the channels opened by the proge«sof the campaign, there
were men enough enlists to swell the number of regiments
t<> about twenty five, and (Jen. George L Andrews was
placed in command of the corps But, unfortunately, it
was found that th - physical qualifications of the negroes
were not equal to the hardships of drill and fa*'gue duty,
winy i f them having in t'lem th»* seed* of rid and surely
fatal diseases brought on by the vicious habits of plantation
life, and many oth rs being ns yet young and immature in
body and marked by hereditary taints. It is surprising to
one unacquainted with the sutj-ct. to contemplate the ter¬
rible rat* of morta'ity and to learn how many bave lung
and heart diseases, or are broken down by i houma'ic affec
tinns, over-work and ill usxge. Thousands died, were is-
charged for doahilily, or de-erted The regiments dwin
died down from five hundred to two hundred «>r three hun¬
dred; recruiting w*s stopped by an order from General
Buiks w' ich contemplated the retention of as many able
bodied black" ss possible on the Government plantations;
< fficers began to grow discouraged; resignations became
the order of the day ; disappointment on the pay question
demoralized the men. All th-s* causes combined to have
an unfavorable effect on theoorps.

' When the campaign commenced this season, four regi¬
ments were ordered to the field. To fill them up to *ix
hundred each it was necesary to transfer m*n from three
to four other r>g'menU, leaving to each company in the
latter only its < ffieers and ten men. Then came ihe action
. f the War Depaitment, char gii g the regimental nun be.s
and designations to Uni'ed States infantry, artillery, Ac ,

and requiring a maximum of one thousand Very little
remains of the original corps, save in the regretful recol¬
lections of its past ffloers and the formidable fortifications
its men have erected here since the surrender of Port
Hudson. Gen Andrews has gone North on leave, Gen.
Ullman succeeding to the command, aud a full and careful
inspection of all the works and forces here last week by
Gen T. W Sherman (who lost a leg in the siege of Port
Hudson) has given rise to a rumor of a further change of
commanders.

.' What the future of the corps will be depends now
upon the question of expediency : will the possible interests
or necessities of our standing army warrant the enormous
expense of organizing and dri ling colored tr >ops aud bring-
iug them up to the standard of white troops f As the re-
sources of the South, agriculturally, are called out, the ue-
mand for labor of acclimated blarks will increase ; if the
available number is diminished by the requirements of a

large army, there will be an increased opposition to main¬
taining blsck regiments The question is of immediate
and great importance. To fill up the black regiments in
this department alone would require tweuty thousand new
recruits, and the relative mortality of wh te and black
troops seems to indicate that it would be better to let the
present black organisations die out and supply their places,
if Ihe neces-ity continues, from the army of foreigners now
seeking our shores. Besides this reason there is another
eutering into the consideration of the sutject, namely, the
great cost < f maintaining colored troops They are, un-
deniably, idle, lazy, unproductive, and wasteful Tne loss
by wear md tear, such as th-* iXpense of keeping up their
uniforms and equipments, of camp and garrisoq equipage,
and all kinds of military stores afjd properly, promises to
xceed very greatly the corresponding expenditure for

white troops, and it is scarcely a matter for doubt that
their services are far less valuable, both in quality and
quantity, to the Government. The subject is one vyhiah
commends itself very forcibly to all who havu an interest in
the lu'.ure character and condition of our national troops."

COLLISION AT SEA-FORTY LIVES LOST,

The United Stales steam transport City of Bath, Capt.
Lincoln, laden with stores for the Government, sailed from
New Yoik for Washington (D. C ) at 11 o'clock in the
morning of the 1st instant, and at about midnight, when
near Cape May, came into collision with the transport
steamer Pocahontas, on her passage from New Orleans to
N* w York. The latter vessel sunk in ^wpnty-flve minu'es'
carrying down nearly forty of her passengers ard crew.
Tt;e City of Bath had her bows stove in and her stern car¬
ried away, causing her to leak badly, which was st< pped
by throwing overboard a part of her cargo.
The Pocahontas was a screw steamer, of about MO tons

commanded by John Baxter, and sailed from New Orleans
on the 24th of May, with one hundred souls on board. The
passengers lost were soldiers discharged or on furlough.
The Pocahontas was struck on the starboard side, just abaft
the fore rigging. 1 he two captains soon d scovered that the
vi ssel was sinking. The boj^ts were lowered and the en

gines s oppet). The two ves-els remained thumping each
other for a few minutes, and th^n separated. One of three
boats during the excitement was swamped, and the other
two did what they coti d to save the persons already afloat.
Planks and ladders aud life preservers were thrown over¬

board, but tho sea was high, and wind fresh, which caused
many of the poor fellows to sink into » watery grave.
Captain Lincoln lay by the piac* until daylight, but was
tben enabled to mid only one to the number picked up
duiing ih< night The City of Btfh then returned to New
York with tbe survivors who had lost every thing but
their lives.

GENERAL BUTLKR'S EXPEDITION.
The Boston Transcr pt, after expressing the opinion that

General Butler has accomplished usmurh as wa* expected
of bis expedition to the south side of Kichmond, adds:

" WMI« freely sating thus much of our appreciation of
the value of General !'. it r's service, w« must add that the
heightened publo expec atioii of the work he was to ac¬
complish, and the cons« «j leut disappointment an I dissatis¬
faction with results, aie the natural aul inevitable eff cts
of the newspaper cortespondrnts' ncoounts of bis early
movement* written iu hi* interest. More folly, more blus¬
ter, more braggadocio, hate not been seen since tbe month
before the first battle of Bull Run."

FROM THE AHMY IN VIRGINIA.
OFPICAL REPORT.

Secretary Stanton to General Dfic.
Wak Dkpahtm'.nt,

Washington, June 1864.
Sik : A despatch from Gen. Grant's headquarters, dated

yesterday, Juue 1, at 10 A. M , has been received. It
states:

" At 5 P. M yesterday Sheridan, perceiving a force of
rebel cavalry at Cold iiarbor, which proved to be Fitx-
bugh Le#>'s divisoo, attacked, and after a bard fight routed
it, together with Clingman's brigade of infantry, which
cauie to Lee's support. Sheridan remained io possession
of the placj. dark that be had a consider¬
able number there were many rebel dead
and wounded was ordered to bold the
position, and at 10 P. M. the Sixth Corps (Wright's) set
out t<> occupy it.
" We have not yet beard from Wright or Sheridan this

morning, and do not know whether the former has got bis
troops to the destination. Smith (Baldy) must be close
upon Wright's column. This morning the enemy are also
moving a heavy column in the same direction. The order
has just gone to Warreu to fall upon their flrnk.

" Wilson had a fight last eveuing near Hanover Court¬
house with Young's brigade of oavalry. He routed Youug,
killing and capturing many, but there lias been a good deal
of artillery firihg in that direction this morning.

" Warren reported last nigbt that iu bis fight of Mondayafternoon, near Bethesda Church, Col. Tyrrell, 13th Vir¬
ginia, and Col. Willis, commanding Pegram's brigade, were
killed. Col. Christian, 49th Pennsylvania, was wounded
and captured ; so was the Aoting Adjutant General of
Ramsay's brignde, name not reported. Ten other com
missioned rffioers and seventy privates were captured
Sixty rebels were buried on the field.

" In our centre Burnside reports his advanced lines as
being within a mile and a half of Mecbanicsville."

E. M Stanton, Secretary of War.

War Depahtmfnt,
Washington, June 2.9 30 P. fif.

A despatch from Gen. Grant, dated this morning, (June
2d,) at Bethesda Churoh, seven o'clook A. M., has just
been received. It states :

"Yesterday morning an attack was ordered to be made
on our left, at Cold Harbor, by the Sixth Corps, and the
troops uuder Smith, Warren, Burnside, and Hancock be¬
ing held in readiness to advance in their respective
fronts.
"The attack was made with spirit about 5 P. M , con¬

tinuing until after dark, and resulting in our carrying the
enemy's works on the right of the Sixth Corps, where we
still hold them, and also the first line in front of Smith.
The latter, h iwever, were commanded in the rear, which
made those carried untenable.
"The enemy made repeated assaults on each of the

corps not engaged iu the main assault, but were repuUed
with loss io every instance.

,

"Several hundred prisoners.were taken, but I cannot
say what number, nor estimate either our or the enemy'a
casualties.

" During the night the enemy made several assaults to
regain what they hid lost, but failed."
No despatches from any other quarter have reached the

Department to day.
Edwin M. 8tanton, Secretary of War.

War Department,
Washington, June 4, 1864.

Despntches from Gen Giant's headquarters, dated three
o'clock yesterday, have just been received No operations
took plane on Thursday.

Yesterday (Friday) morning, at half-past four o'clock,
Gen Grant made au assault on the enemy's lines, of
which he makes the following report;
We assaulted at half past four A. M , driving the enemy

within his entrenchments at all points, but without gaining
any decisive advantage. Our troops now occupy a poai
tion clone to the enemy.some places wiihiu fifty yards,
and are remaining. Our loss was not severe, nor do 1
suppose tbe enemy to have lost heavily. We captured
over three hundred prisoners, mostly from Breckinridge

Another and later offi. ial rep irt, not from Gen. Grant,
estimate* the noniber of our killed and wounded at about
three thousand. Tbe foilowicg officers are among ihe
killed : Colonel Haakell, 36th Wisconsin : Colonel Porter,
8th New York heavy artillery, and Colonel Morris, 66th
New York. Among the wounded are : Gen. R O Tyler,
seriouoly, will probably lose a foot; Colonel McMahon,
]64th New York; Colonel Byrnes, Hth Massachusetts,
probably mortally, and Colonel Brooks, 53d Pennsylvania.

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

War Department,
Washington, June 5.ont o'clock P. M.

A despatch from General Grant's headquarters, dated
half-past eight o'clock last (Saturday) night, has been re¬
ceived.

It statei that about seven ]p, M. yesterday (Friday,
3d of Juue) the enemy suddenly attacked Smith's brigade,
of Gibhoa's division. The battle lasted with great fury
for half an hour. The attack was unwaveringly repulsed.Smith's losses were inconsiderable.
At six P M Wilson, witb his cavalry, fell upon the

rear of a brigade of Heth's division, which Lee had
thrown around to bis left, apparently with the intention of
enveloping Bumside. After a sharp but short oonflict,
Wilson drove them back to their rifle pits in confusion
Ue took a few prisoners, lie had previously fought and
routed Gordon's brigade of rebel cavalry. During these
fights he lost several officers, among thow Colonel Pres¬
ton, 1st Vermont cavalry, killed, and Colonel Benjtmin,
8th New York cavalry, seriously wounded. Gen. Stan-
narj, serving in the Eighteenth Corps, was severely
wounded yesterday, (Friday.)
Our eutire loss in killed, wounded, and missing during

three days' opertiona around Cold Hirbor will not exceed,
according lo the Adjutant Generic's report, seven thousand
five hundred.
This morning (Saturday, June 4) the enemy's fcft wing,

in front of Gen. Burnside, was found to have been drawn
(0 during the night. Col Cesnola, in comma d of five
thousaud men, arrived there yest.-rday, having marched
from Port Royal.
The telegraphic communication between Cherrystece

and Fortress Monroe continues interrupted
Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

War Department,
Washington, June 6.ttven o'c ock A. M.

We have despatches from Gen Grant's headquarters
down to six o'clock last (Sunday) evening, which state
that there hud been no fighting during the day.
The enemy made an attack on Saturday night upon

Hancock, Wright, and Smith, but were every where re¬

pulsed. Hancock's lines are brought within forty yards
of the rebel works.
Tbe rebels were very busy on Saturday constructing

entrenchments on the west s de of the Chickahominy, at
Bottom's Bridge, and towards evening threw a party acrose
to tbe east side.

Edw^n M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

War Department.
Wa$hingt0n, June 6, 1864.

Despatches havo born receivtd from Gon. Grant's head
quarters to-day, but tht-y report only oertain changes in
the position of Corps and contemplated opeiations. They
state that every thing is going on well. The Chief Quarter¬
master of the army reports a personal inspection of the
depot at the White House. It is in a most efficient state,all needful supplies are on hand, and wngons transportIheui ea«ily to tbe army The wounded aro being bioughtin and transports are not delayed a moment.

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.
War D> pamtment,

Washington, June 8. 1 30 P M.
A despatch from Mr. Dana, at Gen Graut's headquar¬

ters, dated last night at 8 30 P M , announces a victory
by Gen Hunter over the reb-Is beyoud Staunton, and that
t ho rebel Gen. Jones was killed on tbe battlefield. The
drspatch is as follows':

'. Th-« Richmond Kxamiuer of ftfcday speaks of tbe de-
' feat of Geu. W. E. Jones by G*n. Huuter, twelve milea
. beyond Slaunt«'U. t'Va.; Gen. Jones w> s killed uit the

4 told. His suooessor retired to Waynssboro', ad now' hold* the mountains between Charlottesville and Staun¬ton. The paper further states that no hospitals or atore*' were captured by Hunter."
Another despatch annouooea that our foroes occupyStaunton. Hunter'a victory and that our troopa occupyStaunton ia confirmed by the following despatch just re¬

ceived from Geo. Butler:
"All quiet on uiy line. Richmond papers of June 7th

* give intelligence of a figl t at Mount Crawford between
' Geo. Hunter and Gen. Jones, in which Hunter waa *ic-
' torious, and Jonea, rebel oouiuiauder, wu kilted. Staun-
' ton waa afterwarda occupied by the Union forcea. The
' fighting waa on Sunday."

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

War Department,
Washington, June 7.10 15 P. M.

Deapatchea from headquarters of the Army of the Poto¬
mac, dated nine o'clock this morning, have been received.
An aaaault was made on Burnaide about midnight and

aucceaalully repulaed. In the preceding afternoon a hun¬
dred picked men of the enemy made a ruah to find out what
waa the meaning of Hancock's advancing siege lines. Nino
of the party were captured and the reat killed or driven
back.

Beveral letters have passed between Gen. Grant and
Gen. Lee in respect to collecting the dead and wounded
between the two armies. Geo Grant in the cloaing letter
" regreta that all bia effort* f r alleviating the aufferings
. of wounded men left on the battle-field have been reu-
4 dered nugatory."
Two rebels officers and six men, sent out to search for

the wounded of their commands, were oaptured in conse¬

quence of the enemy not delivering Gen Lee's letter until
after the hour he named had expired. Gen. Grant haa
notified Gen. Lee that th*y were captured through a mis-
underatanding, and will not be held as prisoners of war,
but will be returned.
No other military intelligence received.

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.
o

OFFICIAL NEWS FROM GEORGIA.
SHERMAN STILL ADVANCING.

Secretary Stanton to General Dix.
War Department,

Washington, June (5.se en o'clock A. M.
A despatch from Gen. Sherman, dated yesterday (Sun

day) afternoon, June 5, half-pant three o'olock, at Altoofia
Creek, states that " the enemy, discovering us moving
round his right flank, abandoned bis position last night and
marched off. McPherson is moving to-day for Ackworth,
Thomas on the direct Marietta road, and Schufield on his
right. It haa been raining hard for three days and tbn
roads are heavy. An examination of the enemy's aban¬
doned line of works here show an immense line of works
which I have turned with leas loss to ourselves than wo
have inflicted upon them " The army supplies of forago
and provisions are ample.

Edwin M Stanton, Secretary of War.

War Department,
Washington, June 6, 1864.

A despatch from Gen. Sherman, da'ed twrlve noou to¬
day, at Ackworth, aiya: "I am now on the railroad at
Ackworth Station and fca.va full pos^e^sion forward to
within six m.les of Marietta All is well."

Edwin M. 8tantun Secn-tary of War.

War Dkhaktment WashikucoN,Wednesday, June 8. ld(»4 |-J noon.
A despatch from Gen Grant, dated yesterday afternoon,3 05 P M., reports: "All has been very quiet to-day. No

casualties reported."
A despatch from Gen. Sherman, dated at Acworth yes¬terday evening, fl :iQ P M , says :
" 1 have been to Altoona Pasa, and fiud it very admira-

' bio for eur purpose. It is the gate through the last or
1 moat eastern apur of the Alleghanies. It now become*
. aa useful to us aa it wis to the enemy, being easily de-
' fended from either direction. The roads hence (Tom' Acwortb) ;aWx Georgia are large and good, aud th-i couu-
' try more open."

Details of the position of our troops and contemplated
movements are given, but are not needed for public infor¬
mation. The despatch further states that " the eiiemy it*
not in our immediate frout, but his signals are seen on Lost
Mountain and Keneabaw "

Despatches from Gen Canby, dated June 3d, have been
received, which report satisfactory progress m the organisition of his command;

Edwin M Stanton, Secretary of War.

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY DESTROYED.
Mound Citv, June 1..A large and valuable wharf

boat waa burnt at eight o'ol< ok this evening. The fire
originated from spontaneous combustion, and was not dia
covered until it bad spread beyond control, The progreaa
of the flarnea was so rapid that nothing waa saved. Many
persons on board narrowly escaped. The amok* and fl tmea
rendered egrets by the stairway impossible. Many escaped
by the roof. No lives are known to be lost Paymaster
Boggs, United States navy, waa aeriouily burnt, and cama
near being suffocated wkiie attempting to save bit funda
and papera. The entire loas is said to be half a million of
dollars, or mure, consisting principally of naval atorea, in¬
cluding Paymaster Dunn's aafe, containing two buudred
tbouaand dollars and another containing eleven thousand
dollars. There were no provisions or ordnance on board.

SHOCKING CALAMITY.

Accidental Explorion of Four Monster Torpetioet
near Newborn, (N. C.)

Correspondence of the Seu> York Herald.
OUTrom. Camp Cla*sf.i*,Bachelor's Cre k, (JV. C ) May */T, lr&t.

At four o'clock yesterday afternoon, on the arrival of the
train at thie station from Newbeni, a terrible explosion
at'ended the removal of four torpedoes from the cars to
the platform. Forty-odd soldiers and negroes were blown
into eternity in an instant, while between twenty and
thirty persons, white and black, were wounded aud man¬
gled in a manner frightful to behold.

,

the train which left Newbern at three o'clock in *he
afternoon brought to the outposts the remaining four of
thirteen torpedoes, of monatroui weight and proportions,
intended to ccmplete the blockade of the Nnuse river in
th« direction of Kinston. The last of the four was about*
reaching the station platform when an accidental blow,
from a log of wood striking upon the cap, exploded tb*
torpedo. The concussion waa so great Vnat the other three
followed on the eiploaioo of the first, and so quick as tomike but one mighty report, like the crash of a thousandpieces of artillery fired simultaneously.The disaster was one of the roost appalling and heart¬rending that has happened in this country in a series of
years, Soldiers whose gallantry has been displayed onbattle fields, and whoee eagerness to hear the news fsomtheir brave comrades in Virginia had brought tbern clus-,
tering around the station, were burled, mangled and torn,,
into eternity in a moment's time. H Ws, bodies, an f
lupbe were scattered for a quarter of a mile around, and
in many instances it was found impossib'e to re~ofoiae th«
remains of the unfortunate virtnis. The signal tower ainl^a commissary building, twenty feet by eighty feet, built of
logs, were thrown into the air a distance of eight hun.lred
feet, »nd strewed the country for a great distance around
wi h the fragment*.
The greatest sufferer by this terrib'e c tastrophe vvas tfio

One Hundred and I hirty-seeond N-w York, st'.tioced for
th»» last twelve months on this front, and tvbnee camp la
a«'jicent to the railroad station. For trie 'aformatiou of the
friends and relatives of th«» killed wounded, who*o
homes are mostly in New Yoik s;,l(j Rrook'yn the follow-

I ing list of casualties is gi*e<i *'.,d 0.n h* <>petided ni*>n aacorrect [ The ntnies ot thirty one killed and seventeenwounded a e heie giv.-n 'JI'ne killed Mid «i>uude I of the eontrabnnda will numberbetween twe;({y *ud twenty five.
'I bi» »ad accident, entailing such f-ar'ul consequ-ncee,hn« past a gloom over the anklier« of the 'inuont>» whichwi I ft quirn a long time for tnem fnlly to overcome Anumber of the wounded of th* One Hundred an I Thirty-second New York are badly mingled, arid w li probablydie. Every thing, however, ihit care and -k II can aeeou*.pUah will be do e to save life and ease the suffering of t J

[ uutortuuate soldiers.


